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lished (Dublin Medical Press, vol. i., 1847, p. 169) a case in which
he similarly employed digital compression. But, in 1848, an
American surgeon went a step further. Dr. Knight, of New-
haven, U.S., then for the first *i:ne, I believe, employed com-
pression by the fingers as the sole means of cure, obtaining a
solidiiication of a popliteal aneurism at the end of forty hours.
Other surgeons followed his example in that country.
Thus it will be observed that a British surgeon (Greatrex),

following out the successes of the Irish school with instrumental
compression, introciuced the use of the fingers for compressing
the artery in lb44; and an American surgeon (Knight) cured
aneurism by that means only in 1848 ; while Prof. Vanzetti
published his tirst success in 1853. He bases his claim to

priority, however (Annali Universali, clxiii., p. 667), upon an
attempt which he made in this manner during two days when
treating popliteal aneurism at the hospital at Karkov, in Hussia,
in 1846, this being, as he points out, the iirst attempt at curing
an aneurism by digital pressure solely. However, Mr. Great-
rex’s case has a distinct priority of a year, so far as the ques’
tion of suggestion is concerned, even in respect to the unpub-
lished and unsuccessful effort of Prof. Vanzetti ; while Dr.
Knight’s published success dates live years before that of the
distinguished Italian surgeon.

For further details and references I would refer Mr.
Croly to the article on Digital Compression in Aneurism which
I have contributed to the new (third) volume of Holmes’s
" System of Surgery."

I am glad, however, to avail myself of this opportunity of
prominently putting forward the claims of the British school to
this method of treating aneurism, because I am convinced that
from its great suporiority over instrumental compression it can-
not fail to supersede that method at no distant- period.

I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.
Wimpole-street, Aug-. 1S93. ERNEST HART.

HOW TO ELEVATE THE MEDICAL
PROFESSION.

JOHN GASON, M.D.

Totlte Editor of THE LANTCET.

SIR,-Many opinions have been expressed of late on the bes
means of improving the respectabadiry and cfficiency of th
medical profession. This is a subject replete with interest, and
which deserves the most serious consideration, not only of thl
medical profession, hut of the public at large.
Allow me, Mr. Editor, for one moment to pass in review thi

various motives which usually induce parents to select medi
cine as a proft ssion for their sons. I shall class these motive!
as follows :-Desire of money; family interest ; rank; natura:
predilection on the part of the youth; ambition; and lastly.
as one easy of attainment. I have classed these motives in thai
order which I believe generally obtains.

It will be only necessary to explain my meaning of " rank,’
which I have classed as the third greatest incentive.
A large number of medical students are sent yearly from the

mannfacturing classes, or from those portions of the community
who have ma,!e money by labour. it is the ambition and idea
of parents that. their sons may attain that position in society
which many have acquired by mental ability, by education,
and by indefatigable exertion, whose names have thrown a

lustre on the pro’ession which they have adopted. But many
appear to forget that though these individuals have in many in-
stances ri3en as it were from the ranks, st,ill their conduct
or department has been gentlemanlike throughout, that they
have had in the majority of cases a university education, and
that by these, united to great mental acquirements, and a

knowledge of human nature, they have overcome obstacles
which otherwise would h:ve been insurmountable. It is true
that by means of money and very mo ierzite abilities any boor

may be thrown into the medical profession, and they are thus
supposed to be placed amongst the members of one of the
learned professions. Now, Sir, it is by such men as these, in
the great ninjoiity of cases, that the profession is being de-
graded; fur, finding that they do not meet with that status
which education and gentlemanlike deportment woulll procure
for them, they sink into a class who’e sole ambition it is to

acquire money by every means that their cupidity can devise.
There is another class, however, which also lowers the profes-
sion. Among these may be found men who refuse to do any
thing unless paid for it. All laws made for the protection of
the public at large are looked on by them as so many hin trances
to their gains :Q.a. While on thi9 subjectI will say tyae I feel con-

fident that a ItL’eral support by the medical profession at large
of the Government in promoting measures of public advantage

would produce a reciprocity of liberal feeling, and we might b
able to remove, in tnis respect at least, the reproach whic
hangs over our profession of indulging in such mercenary coil
duct. What then are the means, it will be asked, by which
such respectability and efficiency can be attained ?

I feel that the subject is one attended with great difficulty
but at the same time think that by the union of the large bod;
of the profession much might be obtained, and in the following
way :-

In the first place, that all applicants for permission to com
mence medical studies should have a good knowledge of th
English language, which should be spoken and written cor
rectly.

2nd. That should the applicant not have been for two year
at least at a university, he should be strictly examined it
Latin, Greek, and some of the modern languages.

3rd. That in addition to the usual courses of lectures it
medical schools, there shuuld be one on medical duties, deport
ment, &c. This at first may seem but of little moment, but i
due consideration be taken of the confidence which a medica
man may inspire by a gentlemanlike and firm deportment, b
education and by strict moral principle, and the influenced
which by these he is enabled to gain over persons labourinl
under diseases of the nervous system, I feel sure that the de

sirability of this will be conceded me. If to such be added , a
sound knowledge of medicine, we should soon be enabled tl

transplant the influence which the advocates of quack system!have obtained to the supporters of a system of medioim
founded on reason and long experience.

4th. That decided preference, cateris paribus, should be
given to such applicants for medical appointments as posses:
a university education-over those who, by travelling or by the
acquirement of various branches of knowledge. have passed th<
narrow bounds of medicine, and have placed themselves in the
category of men of an educated and enlarged understanding.
But to all this must be added self-respect, and a just appre.

ciation of that position which those who possess such qualifica-
tions as I have enumerated above have over the large propor.
tion of those persons to whom he may be called. He should
aim, without appearing to do so, to win the respect and appro-
bation of all. He should strive to promote good feeling be’
tween the members of the same profession, and should avoid
doing anything which might tend to reduce the position wbieb
a profession acquired by such means must inevitably endow
him with.

I have now endeavoured to state my opinion on what I be-
lieve would elevate the position of the medical man. ’ I have,
however, purposely omitted until now mentioning what lowers
it. I mean the union of physician or surgeon with the apothe
cary (otherwise called the general practitioner)-a. union which
drags down the one, without elevating the other. This com-
bination doubtless enables a man to ’’put money in his purse,"
and to those who are satisfied with this the change would be a
disagreeable one.-I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
Rome, Aug. 1862. JOHN GASON, M.D.

AMERICAN METHOD OF APPLYING EXTEN-
SION IN THE TREATMENT OF

MORBUS COXARIUS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sir., -Any really new invention for the mechanical treatment
of morbus coxarius would be fully entitled to the praise ac-
corded to Dr. Cutter at the last meeting of the British Medical
Association ; but I feel persuaded that none of your readers will
concur in accepting the splints described by him as any im-

 provement whatever upon the plan long since generally adopted
in England. 1. have constantly applied splints where extension
of the limb has been secured by elongating the inferior margin
and producing counter-resistance at the perineal region; these
are, however, the advantages claimed as new for Dr. Cutter’s
splint.

There is an extremely ingenious and valuable splint, arranged
precisely upon this new principle, invented by Mr. Barwell, in

which the value of elastic extension is admirably set forth. It
is the best splint E:ver devised for promoting extension and in-
ducing diminished resistance between the head of the femurand the tla of the ilium; and I need hardly mention to your

readers that this latter condition forms an important element
in the treatment of applying mechanical extension in cases of

hip-joint disease.! I have the honour to be. Sir. vour obedient servant,
Leicester:-square, Aug. 1S62. HENRY HEATHER BIGG.


